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Never underestimate the power of inspired and well-fed students and other volunteers. The Minnesota Sharp-tailed
Grouse Society (MSGS) again hosted "Volunteer Brush Cut Habitat Days" this spring to enhance sharp-tailed grouse
habitat on public lands, engage the next generation of conservationists, and raise grant match.

A crew of 24 volunteers gathered at Firebird WMA on Earth Day, April 22. It included Vermilion Community Col-
lege students, members of the Rush City High School (RCHS) Trap League, parents, instructors, Pheasants Forever
members, MN DNR staff, and retired MSGS board members. They enhanced habitat, garnered 162 hours of volunteer
time, and generated $4,623 of in-kind match to Conservation Partnership Legacy (CPL) grants. These grants will then
be used for additional habitat work. RCHS Trap League was awarded the highly coveted Golden Saw. Traveling Tro-
phy for NE MN. Read an article about the day, "Trying to Save Sharptails with Saws, Shears", in the Duluth News
Tribune by John Myers.

The Brush Cut near Carp Swamp WMA had 23 people on April 29, including Bemidji State University students who
proudly took home the Golden Saw for NW MN. 219 hours of volunteer service was logged, generating $6,242 for
CPL match, in addition to habitat enhancement. Way to go, Team Firebird!
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Greetings from Griz
Dave Pauly, MSGS President

Regards from Grizzly’s Den,

It is time for this grey-bearded, long-in-the-tooth, combat biologist soul to
disengage from the position of President. It has truly been a most rewarding
experience to serve as your president of your MSGS! The passionate mem-
bers (150 strong) and dedicated Executive Board [re]ignited the FIRE of my
“inner beast”!

I liken this position to a Rx Fire Burn Manager — whose Vision can only
reach fruition thru a perfect execution of the ‘Controlled Burn’. Subtitles to
this job include, but are not limited to, Prescribed Fire Burn Boss — Ignition
Specialist — Logistics Specialist — Helitack Manger (when called for) — Sup-
ply Manager — Crew Boss — Squad Boss — Mop Up Crew Leader.

Drop fire from the drip torch on the downwind side — proceed with fire along
both flanks — close the perimeter and allow the fire to feed on the energy it
has created, all commencing in the excitement of a beautifully executed
FIRE for the perpetuation of the FIREBIRDS!

Allow me to express my gratitude to ALL of you, each-and-every one of you
for your absolute willingness to advocate for a sustainable sharptail popula-
tion for future generations! Including our outgoing Treasurer Jillian and Re-
gional Reps, Marshall Deters and Walt Gessler. Your service has made a dif-
ference and is immensely appreciated.

It has been a great ride. Now I will mount my horse and ride into the sunset
horizon and be one with my ‘cowboy’ spirit on the Holy Cow Ranch WMA!

Please carry on and into the future with the legacy we’ve created together.

I must close now as I was just notified my younger brother has passed on
this morning. I will be offering up SMOKE for him and allowing my pray-
er feathers to carry my prayers to heaven on the breeze. Please think of
him because he was a true conservationist in his own rite!

We were also recently notified that Bill Mahoney, Charter Member of
MSGS and active supporter and brush cutter, passed away at the age of 88.
Bill made every Brush Cut along with his friend, John Gislason, until
covid hit. He was a true Firebird Fan through and through.

On another sad note, Samuel H. Sylvester, a firefighter who works for
NRP, tragically died while working on a prescribed burn this spring on the
Fish Creek Natural Area after being pinned under an ATV. This is the
first fatality on a prescribed burn in Minnesota of which we are aware.

MSGS sends its sincere condolences to Bill’s and Samuel's families and
friends.

David C Pauly

President | Habitat Projects Coordinator
Minnesota Sharp-tailed Grouse Society
Griz(@scicable.net / 320-279-1777
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Catching up at Freddie's: Outdoor News Editor
Tin Spieiman () presenied the Person of the Year

award to P; when they met recently for a chat
and a meal at ie's Family Restaurant in Mora.
By Tim Spieiman

Editor

ore than 50 years 290, 2 young Minnesota ONR deer habitat
spaciist n the Hinckiey area fed In love with 2 chansmanc
feathered creature, the sharp-tadied grouse.

Go Sgure.

Oave Pauty's dedication 10 sharptails — “frebirds " he affechon-
ately calls them - hasnt dminished in the nine years snce his
DNR retrement. In fact, he's more devoted particularty to the birds
these days, expending time and energy and using his acosmubned
Inowiedge n leading the charge %o creale hatwtat for 2 widire
species - 2 “species of greatest conservation need” n Mimesota -
that continues to nspire and fxsonate him

For nearly 3 decade, Pauly, now 70 and iwving in Hincikley with
his wele, Lorcane, and his wirehait has been president of the
Mmesota Sharp-taded Growse Sooety, an organizanon of which
he's been 2 part since Bs inception n 1986, He's heiped the growp
obtain grants, cooedinated habitat projects. and used the armay
of networks he's estabished - with wildide agencies and conser-
Vation group partners e - 10 preserve 2 bied that's sutfered
theough habitat loss on a scale a5 great as most any other of
Mmesota's wikdie

Sharptads are specid, Pauly says, and ¥ you give him an howr or
bwo, hell gladly Sl you just exactly wity that's the case.

For his leadershep in endeyvors 10 ensure sharptalls reman 2
lixture on Minnesota's shrebbngs bndscape, coninung 1 bring
pleasure 10 thase who hurt them or semply desire to winess the
majesty that is the sharptad courtship dance, Pauly has been
named this year's Outdoor News Person of the Year.

Pauly, bom in Rhode |stand and raised in Sauk Centre, is
humble. heaping credt where £'s due. For the soft-spoken but
deven man, the ist of those who've influenced his e and career
IS extensive and impressive. it includes Bil Berg. 2 co-worker and
2 memior who, along with Roche Laly. foundad the Minnesota
Sharptaded Growse Socety. Berg worked wih the DNR's Forest
Wide'e Research Growp in Grand Rapds more than five decades
200 when Pauly anded a part-time gig at that office whale attens-
Ing Itasca Community College. That work-study employment
became the foundation upon which Pauly would buld hes career.

Pauly bter reursted with Berg after a few within-the-depariment
pasition moves that had taken hm fom far northem o far south-
em Minnesota. Pauly had become a deer hatetat specalist, ater
ransioning 10 2ssistant area wildiie marager, in Hinckley. His
boss and ancther mentor, Lee Hemness, recogaang
Pauly's interest in sharptads, suggesied he work
with Serg %o maintain a statewide sharptall survey
system, which ncluded the sharptads of exst-centeal
Mmesota.

Pauly &an't need to be askad twce.

“Whle | was at Hincidey, I'd see sharptalds nearly
every me | was in the field,” Fauly said. *| started 0
think, this is a pretty cool speces we have right here
In this part of the state. That's when my love of the
species really started *

Alter 2 two-year S0t n 2 DNR wildife position
New Ukm, Pauty retumned in 1583 10 where sharptalis

Springtime at a lek. It's what |

folks such as Pauly await all B
year — a chance to see male
sharptails hghlin’g for the
affection of fermale sharp-tailed

grouse.

Pauly's fasorason with the “firebird" began about half
a century ago. Me and the Minnescta Sharp-Tailed
Grouse are dedicaled to sharptail preservation.

Phces Sy Cauch Lansk

dance, this me 25 the ONR's area wildlfe manager in (ambridge
He'd spend nearty the rest of his career there, caretaker of 2l
widie in 2 muli-county section of east-central Minresota, but
keeping sharptals, spactically, front of mind.

Whie sharptall rumbers in the 15305 and 90s weren't
anywhere near their hisioncal highs, the species was survmng,
if not thriving, there. During that perind, Pauly describes 3 “really
nice mosaic of small dakry frmer. small cattle operations,” with
pasared and hayed ground that sharpes found 1o their lking.
What presorbed buming needad %o be done for hatetat mainte-
nance was met with bndowner approval n most cases - al creat-
ing a2 indscape of "openness.”

“That was simply dynamite sharptall habitat ™ he said

But as farmers retired duning the early 2000s, farmiand was
divided and sold, In many cases 2 smalish parcels for deer
husting. Trees and other vegetation grew up. and sharptal needs
weren 25 often met.

"What was left of shorptl habat decreased even more,” Pauly
sad. "And burns became aimost mmpassibie.”

In 2021, sharptad huning was closed Inthe east-central portion
of Minresota - “due % concerns about the populiion deckre n
thes region and challenges 1 imph g 3 hurting season ...°
according 1o the DR

“None of us ever deeamed we'd be dosing a
season,” Pauly said

In recent years, sharptl harvest in the stale

3 |
f The good old
»  days, indeed. A
photo from the ',
1960s shows a
i brace of sharpies
% and a lineup of *
r “ shotguns after
127 a northwestern ¢
. '; Minnesota hunt ||

As has been the case with other wildife species, e
range of the sharptal has dminished over the year:
due % habitat loss. Currently there are populations i
rorthwestemn and east-central Minnesota.

b d y ot Sy

has been estimaled to range from 5,000 %o ¥5,000 birds - afar
cry from several decades g0 when sharpies were the third-most
bagpad game bird, behing just ruffed grouse and pheasants.
Accoeding to the MSGS, around 1980, about 150,000 sharptadls
were Qken by hunters

The focus for Pauly and the nearly 300 members of the
Mirnesota Sharp-Talled Grouse Sockety Is 1 make cartain
sharptals continue 1o have favorabie Ihving conditions - both In
east-central and nortfrwesiemn Minnesota, where halitat, 100, has
geciined but bied rumbers have remanad more stable. And to an
extent 25 wel in soutiwesiemn Mmesota, where sharptad leks
have been discoversd and male sharpies have been seen &ancng
n pringtime

The NSGS approach % its mission has taken 2 variety of forms

It includes secunng gramts Sor hatetat work, aimast al of which
5 done on stale widiele management arexs in consultation with
area widife managers. In the past five years, Pauly
sald, the socikety has secured about $1.3 milion n
Consenvation Partners Legacy grants through the
state's Outdoor Hertage Fund. Presently. fhere are
adout 10 sharpltaf-focused projects n the works,
all aimed at hatutat smprovement.

And ayear ago, fie MSGS submitted %0 the
ONR 2 10-year pln (2022-2032) for sharptads:
"Mimesota SharpLaded Growse Management Pln
= Saang Wide Open Spaces for the Feeberd

The plan was submited %0 the ONR sarler this
[ yer for modécations. approval, and mplementa-

Secen

“The society board decided we needad
0 seaech for avenues 10 highlight the plight

{Sew Dave Pauly Page 17)



Dave Pauly

{From Page 16)

of sharptails, especially in east-central Minnesota, but even
statewide " Pauly said of why member hours were poured
into plan development.

He said the MSGS is prepared to support and offer exper-
tise to the DNR regarding all aspects of the plan.

“The groundwork has been lzid." he said. “5o now it's
time to start building on what we already have ... 50 we can
begin to assist (the department).”

MSGS members share Pauly's enthusiasm, donating
labor and dollars to the organization, whose board is 100%
volunteer, Pauly said. “We have a strong society,” he said.
“Those on the executive board and the members all shara
the same desire and passion and dedication. We all want
to see the return of sharptails to those places in Minnesota
where they were indigenous and existed all thoge years —
their ancestral homeland.”

The MSGS also partners with local groups — from FRA
chapters to Boy Scouts to university students and conser-
vation organizations — for its own habitat-improvement
projects, among them its Volunteer Brush Cut Habitat Days.
Mot only do those field days enhance sharptail habitat, they
also provide an in-kind (labaor) match for GPL grant dollars,
Pauly said. MSGS also encourages individuals or groups
to perform “self-guided” hand-cut brush work on select
WhiAs.

While the first such opportunity for volunteers to join
in 2 “brush cut™ at 2 WMA was canceled due to weather
conditions this year — it was scheduled for April 1 at the Lac
qui Parle WA near Appleton — two others rermain: &pril 29
at Carp Swamp, south of Baudette (rescheduled from April
15), and Firebird WMA, near Kettle River, on April 22

Pauly is just the second president in the history of the
MSGS, following Lally, who served as the group's leader
for about 30 years. Currently the MSGS board also includes
vice president Kyle Arola, a DNR Wildlife area supervisor
at Thief Lake WMA; secretary March Minchak (a retired
wildlife manager), and treasurer Jillian Fejszes, a soil
conservation technician with the Kittson County Natural
Resources Conservation Service). Regional representatives
include Gary Huschle, Marshall Deters, Walt Gessler, and
Ray Marshall. Honorary directors are Berg, Lally, and Jamie

The best friend of the prescribed burmer: a
drip torch, and the start of a sharptail habitat-
management fire. Photo cowrtesy of Dave Pauly

L

Pauly played a key role in introducing wild
turkeys to east-central Minnesota as DNR
area wildlife manager in Cambridge during the
late 1980s and Eﬂrl‘_.f "80S5. Photo courtesy of Dave Pauly

Slade.

Arola said the MSGS has been successtul largaly
because of the work of Pauly. “What makes Dave an excep-
tional leader is his passion — for habitat conservation and
tor wildlite. And, of course, sharptails are second to none
tor him. It's amazing how much he gets done.”

Berg offered similar praise.

“What a deserving guy,” Berg said of Pauly's award.
“After retirement, some of us never really retire, and Dave
is the epitome of one of those who kept on going. He knows
50 many people and has s0 many relationships,” he said.

“I teel honored to have been a part of his entire career. He's
s0 dedicated to the firebird.' | just can’t say enough about
the kid.”

Pauly's words speak to why his love of sharptails began,
and why undoubtedly those funky birds will always be a
part of um:

“The first time you pull up to a location in the predawn
light, where you're going to observe dancers an the lek ...
when you put the binoculars or scope on those dancers out
there and you observe the intensity, and the noise — hooting
and hollering, and the fights — vou know, feathers flyin’,
jumping up like banty ronsters, kickin' at each other and all
that tail feather rattling and foot stormping, it's addicting,”
he says. “And it's like, this is the greatest thing in the world.
To think that a species has evolved to be in this habitat and
to be able to display and expect to attract females. When
you think about that you're in Minnesota and you can be
invalved in that, it's a very special thing."

Editor's note: For more about the MSGES, visit waw.
sharptails.org. To view sharptails at leks, visit the DNR's
“Window On Wildlife page” — www.dnr.state.mn.us/wild-
lifeswindow-wildlife_html

Reprinted with permission from Outdoor News, April 13, 2023 edition.
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Board Election - Choose Your Leaders!
Election for MSGS President, Treasurer, NE MN & SW MN Representatives

MSGS’s candidates for our Governing Board are below. Nominees were sought in the winter newsletter and by a
nomination committee. Each position serves a two-year term. Your vote is valued. Please vote by e-mail or phone
call to Martha Minchak, MSGS Secretary, by July 1 (lobstahgurl@gmail.com, 218-451-0931).

President - Mike Chalich - I grew up in Remer and am now 64 years old. My high
school sweetheart married me 45 years ago. We have 4 children and 13 grandchildren! I
started trapping muskrats and weasel when [ was 8. My father grew up near Boy River
and was an avid Sharptail hunter. I remember his stories vividly! In my younger life, I
remember our favorite grouse spot near Remer. In 1977, I started my railroad career in
Swatara. We'd see birds from just east of there to McGregor. Lots of birds! I've served on
the Board of Directors of the National Trappers Association and as District Direc-

tor, Education Director, and President of the Minnesota Trappers Association. In my rail-
road career, I started as a laborer, worked many different positions, and retired as General
Manager. I was the only manager who held positions in Engineering, Mechanical, and
Operations. It saddens me to witness the continued decline of our native Sharptail grouse.
I know how to manage and I'm not afraid of hard work. We need a full court press to in-
crease our membership, and educate folks on the importance
of increasing our birds’ habitat and population. If elected, I
will use my leadership skills to further build our Society.

Treasurer - Gretchen Mehmel - I recently retired from the DNR where I was the manag-
er of Red Lake WMA since 1991. I live with my husband (and daughter home from the
summer from college) near Baudette, and enjoy reading, hunting, music, cross-country ski-
ing, and gardening. I’d like to serve as the MSGS as Treasurer to give back to this great e
organization. I’ve been a member off and on for a long time, but never served as an officer
or been very active. It’s time to change that!

2 NE MN Representative - James Meadow - I'm excited to
bring together a background in ecology, restoration, tech-
nology, and leadership to continue the great work the

cused on ecological restoration of some of the most disturbed sites across the Western
US. Following a few years as an academic researcher in Montana and Oregon, I transi-
tioned to Data & Analytics, where I now run an analytics consulting practice, helping
private and public sector clients, as well as academic and non-profit organizations
learn and adopt modern cloud technologies. I currently live just outside of Duluth with
my wife, 2 great kids, and an excitable bird dog. I look
forward to learning from some of the folks who have
built MSGS over the years, and working to conserve
prairie grouse and the habitats we all love.

SW MN Representative - Sabin Adams - My name is Sabin Adams and [ am a
grouse nut. From Sharpies, Chickens, Ruffies and everything in between. I spend many
days in the fall chasing grouse behind my dogs and many days in the spring looking for
chicken and sharpie leks in Western MN. In my professional life I am the MN Public
Lands Manager at Pheasants Forever. I have dedicated a great deal of my life to the
protection, restoration, and enhancement of habitat for prairie species. Please consider
me for the SW Rep. position.

5




MSGS HOLDS 2ND DOUBLE GUN SHOOT AT WINGS NORTH

MSGS along with Wings North held their 2nd Double Gun Shoot on April 30, 2023. Partic-
ipants used over and under or side by side shotguns on a 50 target, sporting clay shoot. The
$60 fee included a taco bar lunch and 1:45 pm shotgun start. $20 from each registration fee
was donated to MSGS. A Silent Auction was held with 12 items provided by MSGS and 20
items provided by Wings North. Five shooters, all MSGS members, participated— James
for Duluth, Carl from Bemidji, Dave from Appleton, Greg from Woodbury, and Griz from
Hinckley. Griz was the official High Scorer. Concurrent events of a Concealed Carry Class
(25 attendees) and RCHS Trap Team Shoot (13 members) occurred. Some of these individ-
uals joined in the Silent Auction. The event resulted in $452 in MSGS’s Save Our
Sharptails (SOS) fund for cash match for habitat project grants. Another MSGS Double
Gun Shoot is planned for April 28, 2024. Mark your calendars!

MN PRAIRIE CHICKEN SOCIETY "WOO-OPPPS" IT UP AT S0TH ANNUAL MEETING!

Congratulations on 50 Years, MPCS! It was a stupendous gathering on Earth Day, April 22, in Rothsay. Everyone
be sure to mark your calendars for a Joint MPCS/MSGS Meeting in Crookston on April 20, 2024.

"Prairie chickens and the grasslands they need to survive were kind of overlooked, one might say, back in 1973,
when two young biologists working in Crookston decided to see if they could draw some attention to the birds and
the prairies.

Dan Svedarsky had moved to northwest Minnesota in 1969 from his home state of Missouri to join the faculty at the
University of Minnesota Crookston, and Terry Wolfe was just a few months into his job as area wildlife manager for
the Department of Natural Resources in Crookston.

There were prairie chickens in Missouri, Svedarsky says, but he had never seen one until he ventured out on the prai-
rie in Polk County with Jerry Maertens, who preceded Wolfe as manager of the DNR’s Crookston area wildlife of-
fice before transferring to Thief Lake Wildlife Management Area near Middle River, Minnesota, in 1972...”

For the full read about this small and mighty organization, go to the article by Brad Dokken in Inforum
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HAPPY 50™ ANNUAL MEETING,

150,1, % MN PRAIRIE CHICKEN SOCIETY!
MPCS ;r%\h-@”’, Congrats on decades of success in

raising awareness and conserving
9rasslanols and prdirie-clr\ickens.

It was an inspirai‘ional 9atkering in Roﬂ\saj on =
Earth Day. To the next 50 Y
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https://www.inforum.com/.../minnesota-prairie-chicken

UPPER MIDWEST PRAIRIE GROUSE SUMMIT, AUGUST 1-2

An Upper Midwest Prairie Grouse Summit will occur on
August 1-2, 2023 at Crex Meadows Wildlife Area near
Grantsburg, WI. The purpose is to gather key leaders to
address the issue of fragmented sharp-tailed grouse and
greater prairie-chicken populations across our ecoregion. It
will be co-hosted by Wisconsin Sharp-tailed Grouse Soci-
ety (WSGS) and North American Grouse Partnership
(NAGP). Because space is limited, spots will initially be
filled by invite, with more spots possibly available as reg-
istration numbers are known. If interested in attending,
contact jodie(@grousepartners.org. The registration fee of
$60 includes meals, snacks, bus, and decal. Pre-order swag
may be an option. The full agenda with speakers and habi-
tat project tour will be ready soon. Up to 10 continuing
education credits can be earned through TWS. Presentations will be recorded and available on the NAGP website.

v

MSGS HELPS MAKE “GROUSE TRAIL” AT PHEASANT FEST A SUCCESS

Y Thank you to all that sauntered the “Grouse Trail” at Pheasant Fast last mid-
]NNESOT February in Minneapolis and worked their tail feathers off at the booths, including
-TAILED C MSGS. Immense gratitude goes out to MSGS as well as Pheasants Forever (PF),
SOCIETY OnX Hunt, Ruffed Grouse Society, WI Sharp-tailed Grouse Society, MN Prairie
g el | Chicken Society, Project Upland (PU), and all grouse enthusiasts that visited the
P ofunters and non  "Grouse Trail"! It proved to be a fruitful first endeavor as folks flocked to the row
¢ of grouse organizations to share in their passion for habitat and the birds, raising
awareness and inspiration for greater conservation action.

”‘SHAK

Highlights included a viewing blind (courtesy of WSGS) with a video of all 12
North American grouse species’ displaying (compiled by PU), a drawing for door
prizes (contributed by all 5 grouse orgs) for Fest go-ers visiting all 5 grouse booths,
a social hour sponsored by OnX, and a presentation regarding sharp-tailed grouse
on the nearby public lands stage. The entire 40th Anniversary of the National
Pheasant Fest & Quail Classic was a success with 33,154 attendees rallying around
quality upland habitat and public lands access. Read more on PF’s blog here.

The “Sharpie Shack”, created and managed by
Dan Svedarsky and situated just 250 yards
north of Pankratz Prairie in northwest MN,
was a hit again this year. It sat on a very ac-
cessible lek with 20 males. As of June 4, the
lek still had 15 birds on it at 5:30 pm when
Dan went to take it home for the season! : :
MSGS funded this blind a few years ago. 5 3,1.3
Much thanks to Dan for giving prairie grouse pgsis 3}
enthusiasts this opportunity.



http://www.grousepartners.org
https://pheasantsforever.org/Newsroom/2023-February/National-Pheasant-Fest-Quail-Classic-Draws-Record-Crowd-to-Minneapolis-Convention-Center-for-40th.aspx?fbclid=IwAR2n3yrKisEuBgwfak3YPWHie8H8M9R-fBqTIrsjIcxorisMgN-A4FaeuF0
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