2012 BRUSH CUTTING ANNOUNCEMENT---SAVE THE DATE
Mark your calendars now, for Saturday, March 3, 2012! That’s the date for the 2012 MSGS brush cutting project, and we need your help. MSGS is one of the few conservation organizations that sponsor hands-on volunteer habitat projects, and this is our 18th year of cutting brush for open lands wildlife. This year we return to Aitkin County, and the Aitkin DNR Wildlife folks have lined up a great project near the old Soo Line railroad grade. It will be our job to cut as much brush and trees as possible to recreate an open landscape.

As in the past, MSGS provides breakfast and lunch. We’ll covey up at about 8:15 AM in historic Palisade, Minnesota at the Palisade Cafe, located in “downtown” Palisade on the south side of Hwy. 232 (Aitkin County 3). After breakfast we’ll caravan to the brush cut site, located between Palisade and McGregor. After an orientation from DNR, we’ll begin cutting. Shortly after noon, the group will assemble for a lunch in the bog, consisting of bog brats, bog burgers, bog chips, and bog beverage (how about Labrador tea)? Later in the afternoon (usually by 3:30 PM), cutters will disperse back to their home territory.

As this notice is three months before the date, you need to keep apprised of the weather and snow conditions. Snowshoes should be brought if lots of snow comes. Saws and loping shears will be provided by MSGS, but please bring your own cutting tools if you have them. Except for DNR workers, there are no power tools allowed. Everyone will be signed as a DNR Volunteer for the day, which protects volunteers should an accident occur.

These projects are fun, physically exerting, and educational. Most years, Natural Resources students come from Central Lakes College at Brainerd, Vermillion College at Ely, and Itasca College at Grand Rapids. In other years, students from the University of Minnesota’s Crookston and Twin Cities campuses have helped. Each participating college receives a year plaque to insert in their MSGS Karen Smith sharptail print. Nearly every year we see sharptails or other open lands wildlife on the cutting site. There is at least one active dancing ground near the site, with one or two more nearby.

You should dress for the elements, and carry some high-energy snacks and beverage. Questions can be addressed to the Aitkin Wildlife Staff, 218-927-6915, or to Bill Berg. 218-326-4253 (terblbrg@uslink.net). Please check on the MSGS website www.sharptails.org for updates.

All participants will receive copies of the March-April 2006 issue of the Minnesota Conservation Volunteer, which featured Gustave Axelson’s article, Brushland Dervishes, and the November-December 2011 issue, which features MSGS President Roche Lally’s stewardship in managing brushland ecosystems. . There will also be MSGS caps and t-shirts for sale at a reduced price.

PLEASE COME TO PALISADE ON SATURDAY, MARCH 3, AND HELP MSGS CELEBRATE ITS 25th ANNIVERSARY---AND HELP OPEN LANDS WILDLIFE AT THE SAME TIME!!  COME HUNGRY AND LEAVE SATISFIED!!  SEE YOU THERE!!

